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Sonu Mathew, senior interior designer for 
Benjamin Moore and a University of  Texas 
graduate with a degree in interior design, is 
happy to live in a time when design choices 
are more egalitarian than ever.

“We make a home primarily for ourselves, 
and we live at a time when we’re allowed to 
have creative expression,” she says. “Histori-
cally our homes have sometimes been a trophy, 
sometimes a museum. Now we’re able to live 
however we want to live and really embrace 
that as a society we’re free to be whoever we 
want to be.”

That said, as the architect of  Benjamin 
Moore’s 2011 color collection, Mathew has 
ideas about what hues we’re likely to see a 
lot of  next year, what those colors signify, 
and even (to a certain degree) the impact they 
could have on our lives.

And the word from Benjamin Moore is that 
many of  us will be making room for purple-
infused hues such as Benjamin Moore’s earthy 
Vintage Wine and the punchy Royal Flush. A 
more subdued, non-violet hue the paint com-
pany predicts will be popular next year is a 
subtle blue-gray called Smoke.

The 2011 colors signify a yearning for 
balance in areas such as work and family, 
technology and the environment and more, 
Mathew says. 

In the rich wine shade, there’s a marriage 
between the extravagance and richness of  
violet with the familiarity and comfort of  
a muddy brown, Mathew says. The color 

2011 color forecast 
blends influences 
of global design, 
cool modern styles
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I
f  you love houses and decorating or 
you’re planning to sell your house soon, 
you’ve probably watched TV programs 
like A&E’s “Sell This House” or HGTV’s 
“Designed to Sell.” These shows prom-
ise to let you see “simple updates that 
make a difference — including a bigger 
bottom line.”

Unfortunately, not all our homes can be 
on a TV makeover show. However, there are 
many qualified home stagers in Central Texas 
who can help make the interior and exterior 
of  your house more appealing before you put 
it on the market. Both occupied and vacant 
houses can be staged. The stagers come to 
your house, evaluate the appearance of  your 
home and then help you improve it. They store 
your clutter; rearrange your things; buy or 
rent new linens, furniture, pieces of  art and 
light fixtures; and generally create a warm 
atmosphere. And those changes, local real es-
tate agents say, are the key to a quicker sale, 
at a higher price.

“We’ve been using stagers for seven years,” 
says Bob McKenna of  Austin Real Estate Part-
ners. “We do so because a staged house will 

Look at it this way
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BEforE AND AfTEr, froNT room AND LIvING room:
At this house on Avenue B in Austin, Linda 
Alderman-Robles removed furniture but kept the 
piano as a focal point and an antique dental chair 
as a conversation piece. She wanted to make 
the whole home feel more upscale. ‘It’s similar 
to detailing a car,’ she says of staging. ‘You don’t 
want to give people reasons to knock money off 
the price they are planning to offer.’

Brenda Spencer  Spencer Staging and redeSign virginia Broady  ShUtterbUg StUdioS

BEforE AND AfTEr, LIvING room: At this house on Beauregard Drive in Leander, the living room initially had a rug, some guitars and guitar cases and swag 
curtains. Home stager Brenda Spencer removed the curtains, put away the guitars and recommended that the owners buy new living room furniture. Once 
the furniture arrived, she arranged the room to show off the large windows and view of the pool.

Home stagers offer sellers alternatives for presenting homes in best light

See STAGING, G4

  benjamin moore

Benjamin Moore’s dusky purple Vintage Wine is 
paired with Wasabi walls and Hush trim.

See COLORS, G4
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